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2nd DIGITAL RENAISSANCE @ KEIHANNA

Naoko Tosa

Media Artist and senior researcher at ATR Media Integration & Communication Research Labs.
Vice-chairperson of the Society for Art & science Japan,
Invited professor for KOBE University, Musashino Art University.

B Sixth sense communication (intuition based) computing
—Accessing & healing the subconscious though Interactive Art—

Interactive art will make it possible to activate human sensitivity through computer interaction using artistic
techniques, which has rarely been achieved in the area of computer science. As a result, it can realize systems that
can sense human sensitivity and extract human impressions.

It symbolizes the state where human becomes high level being by achieving the integration of consciousness and
sub-consciousness. It looks like the light of corona with silver and calm cold light, that is usually hidden by the
brightness of sun, is a visualization of the power of intuitive consciousness that is hidden behind the logical
behavior of our mind.

Empathy is a crucial element of human communication. A hazard of the growing use of impersonal, technology-
based means of communication is the psychological distance it allows to develop between the living, breathing
human beings that use them. At the same time, these modern technologies bring the promise of expanding oneEUs
world, allowing humans greater reach in contacting other humans. The challenge, then, is to find a way to
communicate with each other such that we have all the advantages of technologically mediated communication
without sacrificing the element of empathy that makes face-to-face contact between humans so special.

I would like to introduce to you five projects based on this concept. Neuro-Baby as a tool for emotional
communication with people through it's own emotion recognition & synthesis. A computer poet which can
interactively compose a poem with users in real-time. Interactive Theater piece, "Romeo & Juliet in Hades", in
which people assume the role of hero or heroin to tell a story in real time. Unconscious Flow, a communication
medium by which the subconscious is expressed through computer-generated mermaids. "The marriage between
Sun & Moon." A new work produces at M.IT. which employs biofeedback and image projected onto falling sand.
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